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K-2 
Books 
 
 
 
 
 
Four Feet, Two Sandals by Williams, Karen  SLJ Grades 2 - 5 
When relief workers bring used clothing to the refugee camp, everyone scrambles to grab 
whatever they can. Ten-year- old Lina is thrilled when she finds a sandal that fits her foot 
perfectly, until she sees that another girl has the matching shoe.  
 
Joseph’s Big Ride by Terry Farish SLJ Grades K - 2 
Joseph wants only one thing: to ride a bike. In the refugee camp where he lives, Joseph helps one of 

the older boys fix his bike, but he’s too small to ride it. Joseph and his mother travel to America, 

where everything is strange and new.  

 

The Word Collector by Peter H. Reynolds SLJ Grades 1-3 
Some people collect stamps. 
Some people collect coins. 
Some people collect art. 
And Jerome? 
Jerome collected words . . . 
 
Where’s Rodney by Carmen Bogan SLJ Grades K-3 
A Junior Library Guild Selection, a Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2017, and a CCBC Children's 
Choice!Rodney is that kid who just can't sit still. He's inside, but he wants to be outside. Outside 
is where Rodney always wants to be. 
 
Earth! : my first 4.54 billion years by Stacy McAnulty    SLJ Grades K-4 
"The Earth introduces readers to key moments in the planet's life, from its formation over four 
billion years ago to the present, including the Earth's position in the solar system, its layers, and 
when plants and animals began to inhabit the planet" 
 
 
 
 

 



Little leaders : bold women in black history by Vashti Harrison   SLJ Grades K-4 
Contains forty short biographies of notable African American women. 
 
 
The Storyteller by Evan Turk SLJ Grades 1-4 
From Ezra Jack Keats 2015 New Illustrator Honor recipient Evan Turk comes his debut work as 
author-illustrator: an original folktale that celebrates the power of stories and storytelling. Folktales 
involving water abound in all cultures, but this tale is unusual in using water as a metaphor for 
story: just as we need water to nourish our physical selves, we need stories to feed our spirits.  
 
Chef Roy Choi and the street food remix by Jacqueline Briggs Martin and June Jo Lee  
SLJ Grades 1-5 
A biography of Chef Roy Choi. Describes the popular street cook's life, including working in his 
family's restaurant as a child, figuring out what he wanted to do with his life, and his success 
with his food truck and restaurant. 
 
¡El gallo que no se callaba! / The Rooster Who Would Not Be Quiet!, By Carmen Agra Deedy 
SLJ Grades K-3 

A masterfully told bilingual tale about speaking up for what you believe is right. A rooster arrives 
in the village of La Paz unaware that singing has been outlawed.  

 

Islandborn/Lola: Edición en español de ISLANDBORN, by Junot Díaz SLJ Grades K-3 
Del exitoso autor en ventas según el New York Times y ganador del Premio Pulitzer, Junot 
Díaz, nos llega su primer álbum ilustrado acerca de la magia de los recuerdos y el poder infinito 
de la imaginación, ¡ahora en español! 
 
When Ms. Obi asks her students to draw a picture of the country they are originally from, the 
children are excited. All except for Lola, "What if you left before you could start remembering?"  
 
 
Ada Lovelace: Poet of Science: the First Computer Programmer by Diane Stanley 
SLJ Grades 3-5 
Ada, the daughter of the poet Lord Byron and Annabella Milbanke, inherited the best qualities of 
both: her father's imagination and her mother's bent for science. When, as a girl, she was taken 
to a factory and shown how the patterns in the machines were changed with punch cards, she 
began to realize the potential of punch-card technology.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Not So Different: What You Really Want to Ask About Having a Disability by Shane Burcaw 
SLJ Grades 1-3 
Burcaw answers the most common questions he gets about having a disability. He was born 
with spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), which makes his muscles grow weaker throughout his life 
and his body smaller as he ages.  
 
Everywhere Wonder by Matthew Swanson SLJ Grades K-2 
Pyramids, blue balloons, beautiful things of wonder—this title speaks to the power of the 
imagination, starting with an open book, a shared story, a "little gift from me to you." 
 
Alfie: The Turtle that Disappeared by Thyra Heder, SLJ Grades PreS - Gr 2  
A girl named Nia gets a pet turtle on her sixth birthday. She names him Alfie and the two of 
them spend a year together with Nia making every effort to include her pet in all her activities. 
But turtles will be turtles—not being the most playful or cuddly as pets go—and Nia loses 
interest.  
 
After the Fall by Dan Santant  SLJ Grades Pres -2  
Humpty Dumpty, a spindly-limbed pale egg, copes with anxiety after his "Great Fall." Though his 
shell has mostly healed, a newfound fear of heights prevents him from enjoying his 
birdwatching, and even from choosing the delicious cereal on the top shelf at the store.  
 
 
A Different Pond by Bao Phi  SLJ Grades K-2 
As a young boy, Bao and his father awoke early, hours before his father's long workday began, 
to fish on the shores of a small pond in Minneapolis. Unlike many other anglers, Bao and his 
father fished for food, not recreation. A successful catch meant a fed family. Between hope-filled 
casts, Bao's father told him about a different pond in their homeland of Vietnam. 
 
You Hold Me Up by Monique Smith Gray SLJ Grades PreS- 2 
This vibrant picture book encourages children to show love and support for each other and to 
consider each other’s well-being in their everyday actions.  
 
The Field by Baptiste Paul SLJ Grades K- 3 
“Vini! Come! The field calls!” cries a girl as she and her younger brother rouse their 
community—family, friends, and the local fruit vendor—for a pickup soccer (futbol) game.  
 
Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut by Derrick Barnes  SLJ Grades K-3  
Rhythmic text describes the feeling of a young African American boy as he gets a "fresh cut" 
and how a trip to the barbershop changes the way he feels about the world and in turn how the 
world perceives him.  
 
Clever Jack Takes The Cake by Candace Fleming SLJ Grades K- 3  

 



A poor boy named Jack who helps a princess is a familiar trope in folklore. In this original tale, 
Jack accidentally receives an invitation to the princess's birthday party.  
Little Roja Riding Hood by Susan Middleton Elya SLJ Grades PreS-2 
Elya follows up Rubia and the Three Osos (her version of "Goldilocks and the Three Bears") 
with this Mexican influenced and modern take on "Little Red Riding Hood."  

3-5 
Books 

 
 
 
 
 
Amina’s Voice, Khan, Hena  SLJ Grades 4-6th 
A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to stay true to her family's vibrant culture while 
simultaneously blending in at school. After her local mosque if vandalized, she is devastated. 
Her friend Soojin is talking about changing her name. Does Amina need to become more 
"American" and hide who she really is? 
 
 
The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya   SLJ Grades 5-8 
Tells the story of Arturo, who is looking forward to a relaxing summer until Carmen, a cute and 
funny girl moves into his apartment complex and while he deals with his stomach turning into a 
deep fryer over a girl, a smarmy land developer rolls into town and threatens to change it. 
 
Bluffton : my summers with Buster by Matt Phelan  SLJ Grades 3-6 
The year is 1908 and a troupe of vaudeville performers has arrived in sleepy Muskegon, 
Michigan, to spend the summer. Young Henry Harrison is fascinated with the animals and 
performers, but mostly with a slapstick performer his own age named Buster Keaton, who is 
also a master prankster and loves to play baseball. 
 
Lowriders to the center of the Earth by Cathy Camper  (GN) SJL Grades 4-8 
Lupe Impala, Elirio Malaria, and El Chavo Octopus are now the proud owners of their own 
garage--but when a series of earthquakes hit their town and Genie, their beloved cat, 
disappears they find themselves traveling to the realm of Mictlantecuhtli, Aztec god of the 
Underworld, who is keeping Genie prisoner. 
 
 
Two Truths and a Lie: It’s Alive! by Ammi- Joan Paquette & Laurie Ann Thompson  
SLJ- Grades 4–7  

 



There are nine chapters in total, each devoted to quirky stories related to a different topic (e.g., 
plants, animals, humans). Each chapter contains three tales: two true and one false. Readers 
are instructed to use their research skills in order to differentiate between fact and fiction...  
Frank Einstein and the Antimatter Motor (Frank Einstein series #1) by John Scieszka 
 SLJ Grades 3-5 
Clever science experiments, funny jokes, and robot hijinks await readers in the first of six books 
in the New York Times bestselling Frank Einstein chapter book series. Kid-genius and inventor 
Frank Einstein loves figuring out how the world works by creating household contraptions that 
are part science, part imagination, and definitely unusual. 

Clayton Byrd Goes Underground by Rita Williams-Garcia SLJ Grades 4–6 
Clayton Byrd has some complicated relationships in his family. His strict, demanding mother 
refuses to marry his father, but allows him to be a presence in Clayton's life. Clayton adores his 
grandfather, "Cool Papa," though his mother does not. Cool Papa nurtures Clayton in many 
ways—cooking his favorite foods, reading to him each night, and teaching him the harmonica 
and the blues. He's allowed to tag along with Cool Papa when he and his band, the Bluesmen, 
busk in Washington Square Park. Find out how Clayton continues the legacy. 
 
Betty Before X by Ilyasah Shabazz SLJ Grades 4-6 
In Detroit, 1945, eleven-year-old Betty’s house doesn’t quite feel like home. She believes her 
mother loves her, but she can’t shake the feeling that her mother doesn’t want her. Church 
helps those worries fade, if only for a little while. The singing, the preaching, the speeches from 
guest activists like Paul Robeson and Thurgood Marshall stir African Americans in her 
community to stand up for their rights. Betty quickly finds confidence and purpose in 
volunteering for the Housewives League, an organization that supports black-owned 
businesses. Soon, the American civil rights icon we now know as Dr. Betty Shabazz is born. 
 
Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai  SLJ Grades 3rd and Up 
Yousafzai, the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize and campaigner for the rights of all 
children to attend school, has written her first picture book. It is an autobiographical account of 
her life designed for younger readers. She gently introduces her childhood in Pakistan and 
recounts a favorite TV show where a young boy has a magic pencil that he uses to help people.  
 
Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat by Javaka Steptoe 
SLJ Grades 1-5 
One extraordinary artist illuminates another in this textured, heartfelt picture book biography of 
the 1980s cultural phenom. Employing signature features of Jean-Michel Basquiat’s 
work—vibrant colors, found objects, repeated motifs—Steptoe allows his own emotionally rich 
style to shine through the artistic and biographical references dotting the illustrations. 
 
Th Boy Who Loved Math: The Improbable Life of Paul Erdos  by Deborah Heiligman 
SLJ Grades 3-6 

 



Erdos (1913-1996), the Hungarian-born son of two math teachers, displayed his fascination with 
numbers early on. Before entering school he could calculate the number of seconds a person 
had lived just by asking the time and date of their birth.  
 
Half A Chance by Cynthia Lord.  
SLJ Grades 4-6  
Twelve-year old Lucy and her parents have moved from an apartment in Boston to a lakeside 
cottage in New Hampshire, and her father, a prominent nature photographer, is immediately off 
to Arizona for a photo shoot. Her apprehension over fitting in at a new school is temporarily 
allayed when she is welcomed by Nate, whose family is spending the summer with his 
grandmother in the house next door.  
 
The First Rule of Punk by Celia Perez  
SLJ Grades 3-6 
There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new school—you can’t fix it with duct tape 
like you would your Chuck Taylors. On Day One, twelve-year-old Malú (María Luisa, if you want 
to annoy her) inadvertently upsets Posada Middle School’s queen bee, violates the school’s 
dress code with her punk rock look, and disappoints her college-professor mom in the process. 
Her dad, who now lives a thousand miles away, says things will get better as long as she 
remembers the first rule of punk: be yourself. 
  
The Jumbies by Tracey Baptiste  
SLJ Grades 3-5 
Corinne La Mer claims she isn't afraid of anything. Not scorpions, not the boys who tease her, 
and certainly not jumbies. They're just tricksters made up by parents to frighten their children. 
Then one night Corinne chases an agouti all the way into the forbidden forest, and shining 
yellow eyes follow her to the edge of the trees. They couldn't belong to a jumbie. Or could they?  
 
A Boy Called Bat by Elana Arnold  
SLJ Grades 3-6  
For Bixby Alexander Tam (nicknamed Bat), life tends to be full of surprises—some of them 
good, some not so good. Today, though, is a good-surprise day. Bat’s mom, a veterinarian, has 
brought home a baby skunk, which she needs to take care of until she can hand him over to a 
wild-animal shelter. 
But the minute Bat meets the kit, he knows they belong together. And he’s got one month to 
show his mom that a baby skunk might just make a pretty terrific pet.  (Summary from publisher) 
 
 
Papa’s Mechanical Fish by Candace Fleming  
SLJ Grades 2-4 
This picture book is a fictional account based on events in the life of eccentric inventor Lodner 
Phillips as told from the perspective of his daughter, Virena. Papa theorizes and tinkers but 
never succeeds.  

 



 
 
 
 
A Long Way from Chicago by Richard Peck.  
SLJ Grades 4-8 
A rollicking celebration of an eccentric grandmother and childhood memories. Set in the 1930s, 
the book follows Joe and Mary Alice Dowdel as they make their annual August trek to visit their 
grandmother who lives in a sleepy Illinois town somewhere between Chicago and St. Louis.  
 
Beauty & the Beak: How Science, Technology, and a 3D- Printed Beak Rescued a Bald Eagle 
by Deborah Lee & Jane Veltkamp.  SLJ Grades 3-5 
Rose and Veltkamp tell the inspiring story of an Alaskan bald eagle, later named Beauty, who 
was shot in the face by a poacher and lost most of her upper beak. She was unable to eat, 
drink, or preen and would have died had she not been rescued. 
 
Almost Zero by Nikki Grimes (illustrated by R. Gregory Christie) SLJ Grades  3-5 
An enjoyable story with a good life lesson. When spunky Dyamonde makes an ill-advised 
attempt to boss her mother into buying her a pair of red high-top sneakers, her mother decides 
to provide her with only what she needs: literally the clothes on her back, spiriting away the rest 
of her wardrobe. The moral of the story is delivered in an endearing, accessible package. 
Christie's sketches in thick lines of black ink add to the book's appeal. 
 
 
Tumble & Blue by Cassie Beasley SLJ Grades 4-6 
An immersive, supernatural middle grade adventure. Hear the whispers of long-kept family 
secrets in shadowed corners. Feel the humidity of a languid Georgia summer. Beasley, author 
of Circus Mirandus, weaves the tale of two tweens spending the summer looking for the way out 
of an ancestral curse.  
 
The Pants Project by Cat Clarke SLJ Grades 3-6 
A wonderfully sweet middle grade story with a satisfying ending. Liv is starting middle school, 
and he is nervous. Liv is transgender, but he hasn't told anyone, so everyone assumes he is a 
girl. He will be attending a new school in the fall, and the dress code states that all girls must 
wear skirts. Liv takes matters into his own hands and decides to challenge the school's dress 
code, and along the way he finds allies in unexpected places. 
 

SLJ is School Library Journal which is a established source for book reviews. 
The grade level recommendations are based on their expertise. 

 
The summaries are shortened summaries from publishers, School Library 

Journal, Booklist, or Kirkus reviews. 

 



 
The list is a compilation of titles that deserve to be read , discussed and 

enjoyed. It was compiled by the elementary librarians of Evanston Skokie 
District 65, Evanston & Skokie Illinois 

 


